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Jane Kittredge began studying the violin at age four.  Upon graduating from U-32 high school in 
East Montpelier, VT, Jane moved to New York City to earn both her Bachelor and Masters of  
Music degrees at the Mannes College of  Music studying with Sally Thomas, Lucie Robert, and 
Laurie Smukler. Her solo performance engagements, festival appearances and orchestral tours have 
brought her across the country, throughout Mexico, to London, Beijing, Italy, Canada and the 
French Alps. 
Based in Shelburne, Vermont, Jane can be seen and heard performing with a variety of  ensembles 
including the Vermont Symphony, the Springfield Symphony, the DCINY Symphony in New York 
City, the Handel Society of  Dartmouth College, the Burlington Chamber Orchestra, Tumbleweed, 
Playing for Good, the Middlebury Bach Festival, TURNmusic, the Vermont Contemporary Music 
Ensemble, and on a number of  albums put forth by local singer-songwriters. An avid teacher, Jane 
has a small private violin studio and regularly coaches the Vermont Youth Orchestra Association 
string ensembles. 
A native of  Middlesex, Vermont, Jane is the youngest of  five children and will always be grateful for 
the inspiration of  her family. When not playing, Jane loves to run, sing, hike, cook, dance, spoil her 
nieces and nephews, and shamelessly indulge in her addiction to European Soccer. 



Ana Ruesink (viola) enjoys exploring musical styles and traditions. An active freelance musician, 
she has performed with orchestras including the Vermont Symphony, Burlington Chamber 
Orchestra, Dartmouth Symphony, Opera Company of  Middlebury, and other regional ensembles. 
She is a founding member of  the string quartet Eclectica as well as the Jennings Quartet and Playing 
for Good. She has appeared on stage and in recordings with artists as far-ranging as Arlo Guthrie, 
Trey Anastasio, Yo-Yo Ma, and the Irish Tenors. Currently her favorite gig is the Barker Family 
String Band, featuring her husband and two daughters. Ana teaches viola at UVM and from her 
home in Burlington. 



Born in Nashville, TN, Brooke Quiggins Saulnier (violin) began her violin studies at age 5. She 
has performed in recitals and concerts throughout the United States and Europe and has won top 
honors in numerous solo and chamber music competitions. She previously held the Principal Second 
Violin position in the Miami Symphony Orchestra, Ridgefield Symphony, the Philharmonic 
Orchestra of  the Americas, and Reading Symphony Orchestra and currently holds the Assistant 
Principal Second Violin position in the Vermont Symphony Orchestra. Brooke can be heard on the 
Sony Classical, Naxos, Columbia Records, Blue Note, and Universal record labels and has 
performed, collaborated and/or recorded with Gloria Estefan, John Legend, My Brightest 
Diamond, Sufjan Stevens, Young the Giant, Alexi Murdoch, and Aretha Franklin to name a few. 
Brooke received her Bachelor of  Music and Master of  Music degrees from the Manhattan School of  
Music under the private direction of  Sylvia Rosenberg and Lucie Robert. 

 



Michael Close is a composer, cellist, and music educator living in Worcester, VT.  Michael has been 
a composer-mentor with "Music-Comp" since 2004.  He teaches cello and chamber music classes at 
the Monteverdi Music School in Montpelier.  He is also the music teacher at Doty Memorial School 
in his hometown of  Worcester and a strings instructor at Browns River Middle School in Jericho. 
Michael performs with a variety of  orchestral and chamber music groups including the Eleva 
Chamber Players, Arioso, Yellow Sky, and the Living Woods baroque ensemble.  He is a prolific 
composer and some of  his most recent works have been performed by the Montpelier Chamber 
Orchestra (VT), The Birmingham Bloomfield Symphony (MI), The Vermont Contemporary Music 
Ensemble, The Playground Ensemble (CO), Chamber Music at the Scarab Club of  Detroit, The 
Eleva Chamber Players (VT), the Vermont Choral Union, and Arioso (VT), and the Longmont 
Symphony (CO). 

 



Alison Bruce Cerutti has performed as soloist and chamber musician throughout Vermont, and 
recently in Canada with Elizabeth Reid; and as a flute accompanist in the U.S. and France. For eight 
years, she studied with Louis Moyse and accompanied his flute master classes in Vermont and 
France, and in 2012 performed with his former students in St. Amour, France. Cerutti 
has played with Counterpoint, TURNmusic for the 2015 production of A Fleeting 
Animal, Arioso, the Northern Third Piano Quartet, the Cerutti-Reid Duo, Veritas, and the Bruce 
Klavier Duo. She appeared as a soloist with the Burlington Civic Symphony Orchestra, the Vermont 
Philharmonic, and the Norwich University Band Company. She has premiered works by Vermont 
composers Michael Close, Lydia Busler, Erik Nielsen, Dennis Bathory-Kitsz, and Canadian-
American composer David Jaeger; and she can be heard in the soundtrack of  Bess O’Brien’s 
documentary “All of  Me”. A Vermont native, she studied with Sylvia Parker and earned 
degrees from Oberlin Conservatory and the Hartt School. She maintains an active piano studio and 
is an adjunct professor at Norwich University. 

 



Hilary Goldblatt lives in Vermont’s capital city, where she enjoys teaching young musicians in the 
Montpelier-Roxbury Public Schools. An active flutist in Vermont, Hilary performs with the 
contemporary chamber music ensemble TURNmusic.  Hilary earned a Master’s in Flute 
Performance from the University of  Michigan School of  Music in Ann Arbor. As an undergraduate, 
she performed with the Yale Symphony Orchestra in venues ranging from Carnegie Hall to Korea. 
Hilary played principal flute for several years with the Vermont Philharmonic Orchestra.  Summer 
festival performances include Banff, Bowdoin, Caspian Monday Music in Greensboro, the Vermont 
Symphony Orchestra Summer Festival Tour, and the Vermont Mozart Festival Orchestra. Hilary has 
also enjoyed playing with the Opera Company of  Middlebury, ChamberWorks series at Dartmouth 
College, Cathedral Arts in Burlington, VT, the Vermont Virtuosi Flute Ensemble, PipeDreams Flute 
Quartet, and Windsong woodwind quintet.  She and her husband have two young sons and love to 
ski and sail. 
 



Composer Kyle Saulnier (bass) fuses the post-bop and avant-garde jazz vocabulary with modern 
orchestral techniques and industrial rock muscle. Alexander Abnos of WNYC has called his 
music "lush and inventive," and Downbeat Magazine referred to it as “a Great American Songbook 
of  another order." Possessing a flair for the dramatic in all his works, he has carved a signature 
sound that is at once recognizable and unreplicable. 

A frequent performer on acoustic and electric bass, as well as the baritone saxophone and woodwind 
doubles, Saulnier specializes in creative, composer-driven projects that blur the lines of  traditional 
genre. He lives in Monkton with his wife, violinist Brooke Quiggins, as well as two high-maintenance 
cats. His chili recipe is not for sale. 

 



Stefanie Weigand has served as President and Membership Chair of  the VT chapter of  ACDA 
(American Choral Directors Association). She currently serves as a member of  the NAfME Council 
for Choral Education and Youth R&R Chair with the ACDA Eastern Region. She enjoys working as 
a presenter, clinician, and guest conductor across the region and is currently the conductor of  the 
Northern VT University - Johnson Chorale. Stefanie has been involved with Music-COMP as a 
performer and teacher since January of  2013 and is thrilled to be stepping into the role of  Director 
of  Education. She was the 2014 recipient of  the VMEA’s Outstanding New Music Educator Award 
and received a Masters of  Music Education from Castleton University. 
  
After completing her BFA in Musical Theatre from Ithaca College, Stefanie toured nationally with a 
Children’s Theatre Company and worked on stage and off  as a performer, pit musician, and music 
director in New York. Since moving to Vermont, she has appeared as a vocalist, pianist, and music 
director for various organizations including TURNmusic, the Vermont Philharmonic, Stowe Theatre 
Guild, Lyric Theatre, Apex Ensemble, the Green Mountain Mahler Festival, The Saturn People's 
Sound Collective, Burlington Civic Symphony Orchestra, the Green Mountain Opera Festival, and 
more. Stefanie’s work as a studio vocalist can also be heard on a number of  albums released through 
Lane Gibson studios and Lovetown Recording. 
  
She now enjoys living in central Vermont with her husband and theatre partner-in-crime, along with 
their two daughters (plus their dog, cat, and chickens). 
 



A native of  St Albans, Katie Opera studied oboe with her father and later joined the Vermont 
Youth Orchestra, where she performed as a youth soloist with the VYO and VSO. Her principal 
teachers included Neil Boyer at the University of  Southern Maine, Mark Weiger at the University of  
Iowa and César Ognibene at the Conservatoire National de Région of  Lyon, in France. While in 
Europe, she served as principal oboist with the Romanian State Opera of  Timisoara and also 
appeared with the Timisoara Philharmonic, the Europa Symphony, and the Bolshoi Ballet. Katie is 
currently principal oboist with the Burlington Chamber Orchestra and has performed in the 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra, Burlington Ensemble, and the Vermont Mozart Festival. Ms. Oprea 
teaches oboe lessons in Bakersfield. 

Educator and woodwind musician Dan Liptak is a recent graduate of  the Hartt School, and 
currently teaches band at the Crossett Brook Middle School in Duxbury VT. Equally versed in Jazz, 
classical and contemporary music, Dan has toured throughout Europe, Asia, Canada and the United 
States. In November of  2016, he was a featured clarinet soloist with the Eleva Chamber Players.  
A love for new and challenging music has lead to dozens of  premieres of  new works for solo 
clarinet, concerto and chamber music by composers Judd Greenstein, Kenji Bunch, Erik Nielsen, 
Robert Carl, David Macbride, Sedar Mukahtov, Jessica Rudman, Erberk Eryilmaz and many others.  
An active non-traditional musician, Dan leads the 13 piece contemporary jazz group, APEX 
Ensemble since 2013, performing instrumental music blending the lines between jazz, rock, funk, 
world music and chamber music. In addition to APEX, Dan also performs with new music 
ensemble TURNmusic and the Big Bang Bhangra Brass Band. Dan is an active private lesson 
teacher maintaining a studio in Waterbury VT, in addition to teaching instrumental lessons, concert 
band and jazz band at Crossett Brook. Dan lives in Moretown with his wife Kate Noyes Liptak, and 
their two sons, Logan and Owen.  


